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Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) An aqueous film coating polymer dispersion for 
pharmaceutical formulations, wherein the aqueous film coating dispersion is: 

- prepared by polymerizing a mixture of monomers in water and in the presence of an 
emulsifying agent to form a substantially u nrrnsslinked copolymer, and whwcimhe 
aqu e ou s polym e r dispersion 4s 

- substantially free of residual emulsifying agent which is removed after the 
polymerization reaction, and 

wherein the mixture of monomers comprises: 

- acrylic acid or an ester thereof in the range 40 to 80 % by weight; 

: methacrylic acid or an ester thereof in the range 20 to 60 % by weight, and 

- a polymerizable surfactant in the range 0.01 to 9 % by weight, and 
wherein the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in 
the sum of the monomer weights. 

4. (Currently amended) An aqueous film coating eetymef dispersion for pharmaceutical 
formulations, wherein the aqueous film coatin fl disnersion is: 

- prepared by polymerizing a mixture of monomers in water and in the presence of an 
emulsifying agent to form a substantially micro linked copolymer, and wherein the 
aqueous polymer disp e rsion is 

- substantially free of residual emulsifying agent which is removed after the 
polymerization reaction, and 

wherein the mixture of monomers comprises: 

: ethyl acrylate in the range 40 to 80 % by weight; 
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- methyl methacrylate in the range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 

- a monomer of the formula I and in the range 0.0 1 to 9 % by weight: 




(1) 

wherein m is an integer from 1-55, 
R.1 is hydrogen or methyl, and 

R2 is hydrogen or a carbon chain having 1 to 20 carbon atoms, 

wherein the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in the sum 
of the monomer weights. 

5. (Currently amended) An aqueous film coating peiymef dispersion for pharmaceutic al 

formulations, wherein the anueou s film coating dispersion is: 

; prepared by polymerizing a mixture of the followin g monomers in water and in the 
presence of an emulsifying agent to form a su b stantially uncrosslinked copolymer, 
and 

. substantially free of residual emulsifying agent wh ich is removed after the 
polymerization reaction, and 
wherein the mixture of monomers comprises : 

- acrylic acid or an ester thereof in the range 40 to 80 % by weight; 

: methacrylic acid or an ester,thcreof in the range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 

- a polymerizable surfactant in the range 0.01 to 9 % by weight, and 

wherein [:] the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in tbe 
sum of the monomer weight Sl and the emulsifying agent is an emulsifier with a molecular 
weight lower than 1 5 kD^-aad 

the-aqu coua polymer dispersion is subotantially free of residual emulsifying n gefl^wbigh-ts 
i cn t u v o d" aft e r the polym o ri i!n tiQ }H : eaeaoa. 
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6. (Currently amended) An aqueous film coating petymeF dispersion for pharmaceutical 
formulations, wherein the aqueous film coating dispersion is: 

- prepared by polymerizing a mixture of the following monomers in water in the 
presence of an emulsifying agent to form a su b stantially uncrosslinked copolymer, 
and 

- substantially free of residual emulsifyi ng agent which is removed after the 
polymerization reaction, and wherein the mixture of monomers comprises: 

= ethyl acrylate in the range 40 to 80 % by weight; 

z methyl methacrylate in the range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 

- a monomer of the formula I and in the range 0.01 to 9 % by weight: 




(I) 

wherein m is an integer from 1 -55, 
Rl is hydrogen or methyl, and 

R2 is hydrogen or a carbon chain having 1 to 20 carbon atoms, and 

wherein [:] the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in the 
sum of the monomer weight Sl and [;] the emulsifying agent is an emulsifier with a molecular 
weight lower than 15 kDraad 

the-aque ous polymer dispcraionis s ubst an t ially flee ufi ubidual ui nullifyi n g agent w h ich -ts 
fe mov e d after the polym e rization re aeaoa. 

7. (Previously presented) An aqueous film coating polymef dispersion for pharmaceutical 
formulations, wherein the aqueous film coati np diversion is prepared by polymerizing a 
mixture of monomers in th* presence of water to form a substantially uncrosslinked 
copolymer, tmd wherein the mixture of monom ers consists of ceasistffig: 

- acrylic acid or an ester thereof in the range 40 10 80 % by weight; 

; methacrylic acid or an ester thereof in the range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 
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z a polymerizable surfactant in the range 0.01 to 9 % by weight, and 
wherein [:] the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in the 
sum of the monomer weights , and the monomoro are polymerized in w ater. 

8. (Previously presented) An aqueous film coating peiyeief dispersion for pharmaceutical 
formulations, wherein the aqueous film coating is p repared by polymenzing-a mixture of 
monomers to form a substantially uncrosslinked co polymer, and wherein the mixture o f 
monomers consists of consistin g: 

- ethyl acrylate in the range 40 to 80 % by weight; 

- methyl methacrylate in the range 20 to 60 % by weight; and 

- a monomer of the formula I and in the range 0.01 to 9 % by weight : 




,R2 



(0 



wherein: 

m is an integer from 1-55; 
Rl is hydrogen or methyl; and 

R2 is hydrogen or a carbon chain having 1 to 20 carbon atoms, and 

wherein [:| the percentages refer to the percentage amount by weight of each monomer in the 
sum of the monomer weights^-and^ne monomers arc polymerize d in-wa4*r. 



9. (Currently amended) A pharmaceutical eeafcflg film eeatmg forcoating a pharmaceutical 
dosage form, wherein the film is prepared by applying the aqueous film coating polymer 
dispersion according to any one of claims 3 to 8 to the surface of the dosage form and removing 
water from the aqueous film coating peryaef dispersion to obtain the film. 
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10. (Original) A pharmaceutical formulation comprising: 

a) a pharmaceutical core comprising a pharmacologically active ingredient; and 

b) a film coating comprising a film according to claim 9. 

1 1 . (Original) A pharmaceutical formulation comprising a pharmacologically active ingredient 
which is provided in a plurality of beads wherein each of the beads is coated with a film 
according to claim 9. 

12. (Previously presented) The formulation according to claim 10 or claim 11, wherein the 
formulation is a controlled release formulation. 

13. (Previously presented) The formulation according to claim 10 or 11, wherein the 
pharmacologically active ingredient has activity in the treatment of cardiovascular or 
gastrointestinal diseases. 



14. (Previously presented) The formulation according to claim 1 3, wherein the 
pharmacologically active ingredient is a beta-blocking adrenergic agent. 

15. (Previously presented) The formulation according to claim 14 in which the 
pharmacologically active ingredient is metoprolol or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof. 

1 6. (Previously presented) The formulation according to claim 1 5, wherein the metoprolol salt 
is the tartrate, succinate, fumarate or benzoate salt. 

Claims 17-26 (Canceled) 

27. (Previously presented) The aqueous polymer dispersion according to claim 4, 6 or 8 , 
wherein m is an integer from 2-55 in the monomer of formula I. 

28. (Previously presented) The aqueous polymer dispersion according to claim 4, 6 or 8, 
wherein m is 4, Rl is hydrogen and R2 has 13 carbon atoms in the monomer of formula 1. 
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29. (Previously presented) The aqueous polymer dispersion according to claim 4, 6 or 8, 
wherein m is 10, Rl is hydrogen and R2 has 1 1 carbon atoms in the monomer of formula I. 

30. (Previously presented) The aqueous polymer dispersion according to claim 4 3 6 or 8, 
wherein m is 25, Rl is hydrogen and R2 has 18 carbon atoms in the monomer of formula L 

3 1 . (Previously presented) The aqueous polymer dispersion according to claim 4 S 6 or 8, 
wherein m is 1, Rl is methyl and R2 is hydrogen in the monomer of formula I.' 

32. (Previously presented) The aqueous polymer dispersion according to claim 4, 6 or 8, 
wherein m is 9, Rl is methyl and R2 is hydrogen in the monomer of formula I. 
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